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The following Ordinance was introduced and a first reading completed at the Jamestown Charter 
Township Board meeting on June 16, 2025. 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 25-008 

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH REASONABLE RULES AND REGULATIONS  

FOR THE USE AND ENJOYMENT OF TOWNSHIP PARKS AND TO PROVIDE 

PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION THEREOF 

 

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF JAMESTOWN ORDAINS: 

Section 1.  Title. This ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the “Jamestown 

Charter Township Parks Ordinance”. 

Section 2.  Park Hours.  

A. No person shall remain within or enter any Township park except during 

the park hours specified herein.  The park hours shall be from dawn until 

dark, but no later than 10:00 p.m. unless;  

1. Different park hours are established by Township Board resolution 

and posted in the park, in which case the posted park hours shall 

apply; or, 

2. A written permit has been issued for alternate hours by the 

Township, in which case the park hours specified in the written 

permit shall apply. 

B. The park, or a portion thereof, may be closed entirely or closed to certain 

uses during any specified period of time by officers of the Township where 

it is determined that the physical condition of the park or portion thereof is 

such that intended use of the park or portion thereof would cause damage 

or deterioration to the park or portion thereof in a degree greater than 

ordinary park wear and tear, or that the intended use of the park or portion 

thereof would create a health hazard or a safety hazard to park users.  No 

person shall enter upon or occupy a Township park or portion thereof 

contrary to posted notice of closure. 

Section 3.  Preservation of Property, Natural Features and Wildlife. 
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A. No person shall injure, deface, disturb or befoul any part of the park or any 

buildings, sign, equipment or other property found within a Township park. 

B. Removal, injury or destruction of any trees, shrub, rock or other mineral in 

a Township park is prohibited. 

C. No hunting or trapping of any kind shall be permitted in a Township park 

unless specifically approved by the Township Board resolution. 

Section 4.  Animal Control. 

A. It shall be unlawful for the owner of any animal, or any person in possession 

of any animal, to permit or allow said animal to be unbound, unrestrained, 

or outside of his or her custody and control, within a Township park. 

B. No aggressive animals are allowed on Township park property. 

C. It shall be unlawful for any person to permit any dog to be in a Township 

park unless on a leash no more than 6 feet long within said person’s grasp, 

except in such areas designated as “dog parks” or other similar designation 

by posted notice of the Township. 

D. All pet waste must be cleaned up and taken with you or placed in a park 

trash receptacle. 

Section 5.  Traffic Control. 

A. No motor vehicles shall be permitted in a Township park other than on 

public roads and paved parking lots and paved drives, with the exception of 

official Township vehicles. 

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to park or store a vehicle, or any part 

thereof, within a Township park at any time when said person is not present 

in the park, or during hours when the park is closed.  A vehicle left in the 

park in violation of these requirements may be removed from the park at 

the owner’s expense. 

C. State laws relating to lights on vehicles shall apply to vehicles within a 

Township park, including off-road vehicles. 

Section 6.  Alcoholic Beverages and Controlled Substances. 
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A. It shall be unlawful for any person to possess, deliver, or use any controlled 

substance within a Township park.  All violations of this Section shall be 

prosecuted in accordance with the laws of the State of Michigan. 

B. It shall be unlawful for any person who is intoxicated, and who is either 

endangering the safety of another person or property or is acting in a manner 

that causes a public disturbance, to remain within a Township park. 

C. The possession, use, dispensing or consumption of beer, wine and spirits, 

and other alcoholic beverages of any kind is prohibited in Township parks.  

Section 7.  General Regulations. 

A. Camping.  There is no overnight camping allowed in Township parks and 

no person shall establish or maintain any camp or other temporary lodging 

place in a Township park without a specific written permit from the 

Township. 

B. Fires.  No fires are allowed in Township parks without a specific written 

permit from the Township.   

C. Commercial Activities.  No person or organization shall sell or offer for 

sale any article, privilege, or service or engage in other commercial activity 

in a Township park without a permit from the Township.  Further, no person 

shall expose, distribute or place any sign, advertisement, circular, notice of 

statement or display, banner, emblem or design, within the park without a 

permit from the Township.  No soliciting shall be allowed in Township 

parks. 

D. Dumping/Trash.  Waste receptacles are for disposing of waste emanating 

on the park premises.  No outside trash shall be brought into a Township 

park for disposal, and no person shall deposit any garbage or trash other 

than in receptacles provided by the Township for such purpose within the 

park. 

E. Weapons/Firearms.  Except as provided by law, no person shall possess 

or discharge any firearm or other weapon within a Township park.  

F. Fireworks.  No fireworks of any kind shall be permitted or discharged 

within a Township park, without a written permit from the Township. 

G. Swimming/Fishing.  No swimming, wading, ice skating or fishing is 

permitted in a Township park except in areas specifically designated and 

posted for that activity by the Township. 

H. Noise.  The use of loud speakers, public address systems or sound 

amplifying equipment is prohibited without Township approval.  Loud 

radios, televisions or similar devices are also prohibited. 
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I. General Conduct.  No noisy, boisterous, disorderly or indecent conduct 

shall be allowed within Township parks. 

J. Smoking.  Smoking and vaping are prohibited in the park.    

Section 8.  Permits, Rules and Regulations. 

A. The Township Board or its designee may adopt rules and regulations and 

policies consistent with the provisions of this ordinance, including the 

establishment of charges for and the use of pavilions and other park 

facilities and the issuance of permits for groups or special uses. 

Section 9.  Penalties and Enforcement. 

A. Except as provided in subsection B, a violation of this ordinance is a 

municipal civil infraction, for which the fine should not be less than $100, 

no more than $500 for the first offense, and not less than $200, no more than 

$2,500 for subsequent offenses, in the discretion of the Court, and in 

addition to all other costs, damages, expenses and actual attorney’s fees 

incurred by the Township in enforcing the ordinance.  For purposes of this 

Section a “subsequent offense” means a violation of this ordinance 

committed with respect to a separate incident by the same person within 12 

months after a previous violation of the ordinance for which such person 

admitted responsibility or was adjudicated responsible. 

B. A violation of this ordinance which would be a misdemeanor under state 

law or other Township ordinance shall be a misdemeanor punishable by a 

fine not to exceed $500 and costs of prosecution, and court costs, and/or 

imprisonment in Ottawa County jail for a period not to exceed 90 days. 

 

Section 10. Severability and Captions.  This Ordinance and its various parts, sections, 

subsections, sentences, phrases, and clauses are severable. If any part, section, subsection, 

sentence, phrase, or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, the remainder of this Ordinance 

shall not be affected. The captions included at the beginning of each Section are for convenience 

only and shall not be considered as part of this Ordinance. 

Section 11. Repeal.  All ordinances which are in conflict in whole or in part with any 

of the provisions of this Ordinance as of the date of this Ordinance are repealed to the extent of 

that conflict. 
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Section 10.  Publication Effective Date. This ordinance or a summary of its regulatory 

effect shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation within the Township, within 30 days 

after adoption.  The ordinance shall become effective 30 days after such publication. 

AYES:             

NAYS:          ______ 

ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED.  

Passed and adopted by the Township Board of the Charter Township of Jamestown, County 

of Ottawa, Michigan, on ___________, 2025. 

 

  

Laurie VanHaitsma, Supervisor 

Charter Township of Jamestown 

Attest: 

  

Candy DeHaan, Township Clerk 

 

Ordinance # 25-___ 

 

First Reading:    __________, 2025 

Second Reading:   __________, 2025 

Ordinance becomes effective:   __________, 2025 
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CERTIFICATE OF TOWNSHIP CLERK 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of an Ordinance adopted by 

the Township Board of the Charter Township of Jamestown, County of Ottawa, State of Michigan, 

at the meeting held on ________, 2025,  and that the public notice of said meeting was given 

pursuant to the Open Meetings Act, being Act No. 267 of Public Acts of Michigan of 1976, as 

amended including in the case of a special or rescheduled meeting, notice by posting at least 

eighteen (18) hours prior to the tine set for said meeting. 

 

I further certify that said Ordinance has been recorded in the Ordinance Book of the 

Township and such recording has been authenticated by the signatures of the Supervisor and the 

Township Clerk. 

  

Candy DeHaan 

Township Clerk 

 

 

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 

I, Candy DeHaan, Township Clerk of the Charter Township of Jamestown, County of 

Ottawa, State of Michigan, hereby certify pursuant to MCL 42.22 that Township Ordinance No. 

25-___, or a summary thereof, was published in the Grand Rapids Press on _____________, 2025.  

  

Candy DeHaan 

Township Clerk 

 

 

 


