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JAMESTOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING

March 19,2012 7:00 p.m. PPF‘G\’ED

The meeting was called to order by Miedema at 7:03 p.m.
Invocation was given by Jim Miedema.

Members present: Gary Boverhof, Scott Brouwer, Dan Jensen, Ruth Pruis,
Jim Miedema, Norma Shaarda and Tim Tacoma. Absent: None.

Motion by Shaarda seconded by Boverhof to take the “Concerned Property
Owners” from the agenda because it concerned zoning setbacks which is on
the Planning Commission agenda for March 20, 2012. The individual will be
allowed to speak during public comment rather than as an agenda item. Also
as part of the motion to add to the agenda termination of the building
inspector. Pruis questioned the legality of discussing the employment of an
individual without that individual present. Shaarda insisted she and Miedema
had a meeting with the building inspector and he was told it would be on the
agenda. Pruis pointed out that it was not on the agenda as prepared for the
board and audience. Shaarda also said he did not have to be present because
he is an “at will employee”. Motion carried with Pruis voting no.

The minutes of the regular board meeting held February 20, 2012 were
approved as presented.

Public Comment: John Weiss, new CEO of the Grand Valley Metro Council
was present to introduce himself. Mike Munch and Joe Bush each introduced
themselves as running for the position of Ottawa County Drain Commissioner
and made a few comments. Gail Altman spoke at length as a concerned
citizen regarding the reduction of setbacks that is on the Planning Commission
agenda. She also gave each board member a packet to review. Various
citizens requested that the ordinance forbidding engine braking be enforced.
One member asked for the bike paths to be cleaned and swept. Also requested
by citizens was that the truck route ordinance be enforced.

Correspondence: The supervisor read a letter from Ron Koroleski regarding
the set back issues before the planning commission. (Attached.) Three other
letters were received and not read by the supervisor: A letter from Duane
Miedema protesting the supervisor’s involvement in trying to terminate the
Fire Chief, Tom Saladino. (Attached.) A letter from Cornetta Camenga
protesting that the “Concerned Citizens” was on the board agenda when it 1s a
planning commission agenda item. (Attached.) A letter from Jim Camenga
written to Larry Merrill, executive director of the MTA, reporting the same
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agenda item as inappropriate and intimidating since it is a planning
commission item. (Attached.)

Motion by Boverhof seconded by Shaarda to approve the consent agenda.
Carried.

Motion by Shaarda seconded by Boverhof to approve the resolution to put the
Road Millage on the ballot for the August 7, 2012 state primary election.
Carried. (Copy attached.)

Motion by Shaarda seconded by Jensen to approve the resolution to put the
Fire department millage on the ballot for the August 7, 2012 state primary
election. Carried. (Copy attached.)

Motion by Shaarda seconded by Jensen to approve the resolution to put the
library millage on the ballot for the August 7, 2012 state primary election.
Carried. (Copy attached.)

Motion by Shaarda seconded by Jensen to approve the contract with the
cemetery sexton for the 2012 — 2013 fiscal year for $26,400. Roll call vote:
Carried. (Copy attached.)

Discussion was held on sewer options. Steve Boss, sewer superintendent, said
the township will have to make several payments and upgrades in the near
future with total expenditures of $1,055,881 to $2,055,881, with no money in
the sewer fund to cover the expenses. He stated that we are running behind
about $200,000 every year in the sewer fund. Pruis asked why the township
board was advised to lower the hookup fees last year when we had this
problem. Boss said it was because Jamestown’s fees were the highest in the
county and we wished to attract more developers. Pruis then inquired why we
would raise usage fees again and whether or not that would make Jamestown
highest in the county on usage fees. Boss replied that it would. Pruis then
inquired why we would make those who had paid the high hook-up fees pay
again with high usage fees and give the break to the new users. Miedema
replied that we have developers such as Eastbrook Builders who will now
build in Jamestown because we lowered our hook-up fees. Vriesman and
Korhorn, engineers, proposed a study to evaluate cost estimates for options on
the Lotus Street Pump Station Reconstruction. Boverhof asked if the study
would include paybacks to the Township for the various options. Motion by
Shaarda seconded by Tacoma to authorize the study at a cost not to exceed
$5,000, with a list of location, options, costs and what the payback would be
on each included. Carried. (Copy attached.)

Motion by Miedema seconded by Boverhof to approve the Performance
Resolution for Governmental Agencies. Carried. Copy attached.)
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Ruth Pruis

Motion by Miedema seconded by Boverhof to terminate the building
inspector’s employment. Pruis asked for the grounds for termination and
Shaarda stated the he was too expensive and that the .net computer programs
to purchase for the building department were too expensive and that the
department did not pay for itself. Pruis asked where the paperwork was to
prove this and said it is not true, the department pays for itself as well as one
of the secretaries. Shaarda said the computer program would cost about
$20,000 and we can’t afford that. Pruis said she was sure the cost was not that
high and the actual numbers were on her desk. (The actual cost is $3,950 —
amount verified after the meeting.) Tacoma pointed out that Oosterink has
served this township for 28 years and will soon be retiring, and felt that this is
not a nice way to treat a long time employee. Tacoma also pointed out that
PCI’s fees are higher than Jamestown’s so it would cost the people more to
get a permit. Miedema said PCI promised to charge the same rate as
Jamestown is currently. Shaarda said all the building department work has
already been turned over to PCI. Shaarda said PCI will hire Wayne for better
benefits and higher pay. Roll call vote: Carried. Yes: Boverhof, Brouwer,
Shaarda, Miedema and Jensen. No: Tacoma and Pruis.

Motion by Boverhof seconded by Tacoma to present the bills. Carried.

Motion by Boverhof seconded by Jensen to pay the bills. Roll call vote:
Carried.

Hearing no objections, the meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m.

Jamestown Charter Township Clerk
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